Cell Metaphor  Poster Project

A metaphor is a comparison of one thing to another.  A good metaphor helps us understand both things more clearly.  (For example, the atom is sometimes compared to a solar system with the electrons going around the nucleus, like the planets go around the sun.)

Task:  Think of a good metaphor for the cell that helps us understand the organelles, their functions and how they work together.  Then display and explain that metaphor on a poster.

The specific requirements

· The title – It should be descriptive, clear, and large enough to read from about ten feet.

· The illustration – It should be creative. It should show careful work.  It should fill at least two thirds of the poster. It should be bold and clear even when viewed from a distance.  It can be hand drawn (in ink), a collage of magazine illustrations or computer printouts, or a variety of other creative forms.  (Please check in with me before you do something really whacky like gluing a bunch of homemade macaroni to your poster.)

· The explanations – Explain at least ten parts of your metaphor, focusing on how the metaphor represents the cell or the organelles in the cell, their function, their location, their relationship to other parts, etc.  For example, in a metaphor of how a school is like a cell one of the ten explanations could be, “The principal is like the nucleus.  She directs what activities happen where.  Her office is near the center of the school.”  These explanations should be between 2 and 3 sentences long.  One way to include them on your poster is to print them on small cards that you glue onto the poster.  It may be handy to use arrows or pieces of string to show what the card refers to, especially if it is hard to get the card in the right place.

· The scoring guide on the back of this paper is taped or stapled to the back of the poster with your name on it.

Also think about the ways that your metaphor does not represent a cell well or even misrepresents it.  We will do a short writing assignment about this in class.

Notes on sample metaphors from class.

The metaphor I plan to use is, “The cell is like a ____________________.”  Some details will be …

                                                           


Name: _______________________

                                                                                      Period:  ___________

Scoring Guide

	    A
	· The metaphor is carefully chosen to highlight specialized aspects of the cell.

· The details of your metaphor show an accurate understanding of a cell, its organelles, and their functions.

· Work is neat and attractive and all writing is typed or in pen.

· You included everything on the assignment sheet.



	    B


	· The metaphor successfully represents the cell and reflects specialized aspects.

· The details of your metaphor show a mostly accurate understanding of a cell, its organelles, and their functions. (Only one or two mistakes about organelles and their functions)

· Your work is neat and attractive and all writing is typed or in pen.

· You included everything on the assignment sheet.



	    C
	· The metaphor works in a general way that allows for referencing specialized aspects of the cell.

· The details of your metaphor show a mostly accurate understanding of a cell, its organelles, and their functions, but with some important misunderstandings. (Two to four minor mistakes, or one or two significant mistakes or omissions.)

· Your work is a little messy or parts of it are written in pencil.

· You leave out one of the short explanations.



	   D
	· The metaphor for the cell does not really work, making it difficult to connect specialized aspects of the cell to the metaphor. 

· Mistakes or omissions show a significant lack of understanding about organelles and their functions in several important areas.

· Your work is messy or entirely in pencil.

· You leave out several of the explanations or the title.



	    F


	· There is little clear connection between the metaphor and a cell.

· Mistakes or omissions show a general lack of understanding about cells, organelles, and their functions.

· Messy, sloppy or faint work makes understanding very difficult.

· You leave out the illustration or most of the explanations.




